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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

89-239

May 13, 1989

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU HOLDS COMMENCEMENT
CHARLESTON, IL.--More than 1,200 graduates participated in Eastern
Illinois University's 90th annual Spring Commencement Ceremonies
Saturday, May 13.
During the ceremonies, Celeste Holm, distinguished actress/singer
was presented with the University's highest honor, an honorary Doctor
of Public Service Degree.
Eastern President Stan Rives said Eastern is proud to honor the
nationally recognized humanitarian and dedicated supporter of the arts.
Holm is no stranger to Eastern. In October 1985, she gave a
performance on the campus to begin the campaign to raise funds for the
"Make Room for Art" campaign to build new art studios. She also visited
with theatre arts majors and gave them an inside look at a professional
theatrical career.
-more-
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Also honored at Commencement were three Eastern faculty who were
presented with Distinguished Faculty Awards, the University's highest
honor for its faculty.
Dr. James Quivey, professor and chair of the Department of English;
Dr. Lawrence Barrie Hunt, zoology professor; and Dr. Robert B.
Sonderman, professor, School of Technology, were honored for their
excellence in teaching, professional growth, and service to the
academic community and community-at-large.
In giving his charge to the class, Eastern President Stan Rives
said, "It is my charge to you as 1989 graduates of Eastern Illinois
Unive~sity

to adopt as your personal standard 'not who is right, but

what is true,' the last statement made at a 1933 chapel service by the
founding president of the University, Livingston C. Lord, and as
inscribed on a plaque located at the entrance of Old Main."
He encouraged the graduates "to hold hands and stick together" to
meet the challenges of life.
Rives also told the graduates that in the past decade, the percent
of the Illinois budget devoted to education has declined from 42 to 37
percent--a 5 percent decline resulting in $660 million less support for
education.
Rives said Ilinois now ranks 44th of the 50 states in its level of
support for education, with only six states ranking below Illinois in
the level of state support as measured by percent of per capita income
devoted to education.
He said, "If this University has prepared you properly, you are
prepared to serve and to lead in an effort to reestablish a priority
for education in Illinois and to say: Wake up Illinois before equality
of educational opportunity--an essential part of the American dream--is
a thing of the past in our 'Land of Lincoln.'"
-more-
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Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities
representatives James Garner of Macomb (at the morning ceremony) and
Evelyn Kaufman of Chicago (in the afternoon) echoed Rives' concerns
about the consequences of inadequate funding for education and urged
the graduates to write their state senators and representatives asking
their support of increased funding for education.
Eastern Student Body President Michael Riordan of Country Club
Hills asked the graduates to reflect on their experiences at Eastern
and to be proud of their accomplishments.
Tom Gaffigan of Decatur, a 1970 Eastern graduate and president of
the EIU Alumni Association, welcomed the graduates as new members of
the Alumni Association and said, "You will succeed because Eastern
Illinois University has prepared you to meet any obstacle.
He noted that, "The late Dr. D.F. Flemming, eminent historian and
author, and a member of Eastern's Class of 1912 once said, 'Eastern
ministers to many needs, but most of all to the expansion of the human
spirit. When all else yields to time, this yet remains.'"
Kathy Gajewski of Richview (at the morning ceremony) and Michelle
Michals of Lisle (in the afternoon), graduating seniors representing
the 1989 Senior Challenge Committee, announced that the Class of 1989
has pledged $11,600 for the EIU Foundation. The money will be used for
book acquisitions for Booth Library and for the Moving on the Verge of
Excellence (MOVE) Scholarship.
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